


 

cell time permitted. Alternatively, because there is no requirement that those four hours include 
meaningful human contact or vital programming that is needed to minimize barriers to reentry, 
the CAO also holds the power to change the setting of isolation but maintain the conditions that 
themselves create harmful effects. 

 
In sum, the proposed rules must be revised to provide real limits on the use of solitary 

confinement. A model for the necessary reforms already exists: the provisions of the HALT 
Solitary Confinement Act, A.3080/S.4784 provide the precise framework needed to limit the 
harmful effects of solitary confinement.2 It provides meaningful program-based alternatives, 
restricts the bases for using solitary confinement, altogether bans solitary confinement for young 
people, the elderly, and individuals with mental and physical disabilities, and includes a scheme 
for periodic public reporting that better maintains accountability. Perhaps most importantly, the 
HALT Solitary Confinement Act brings New York State up to speed with the United Nations 
Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners (known as the Nelson Mandela Rules), 
which recommend limiting solitary confinement to a maximum of 15 days.3 

 
This political atmosphere calls on states to be the vanguards of justice. Bringing the 

Commission on Corrections regulations up to speed with, at minimum, the United Nation’s most 
basic requirements would place the Commission in step with other state regulatory bodies, to say 
nothing of Governor Cuomo’s stated mission to protect New Yorkers in other contexts when 
threats to our well-being arise.4  

 
As outlined above, solitary confinement presents a threat to our collective well-being by 

threatening our family and friends’ ability to successfully return and to contribute to our 
communities. Please help us stave off the potential damage today by amending the Proposed 
Rulemaking on Inmate Confinement and Deprivation to eliminate this harmful practice. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
/s/ Rosemary Almonte 
 
Rosemary Almonte 

																																																								
2 Senate Bill S2659, THE NEW YORK STATE SENATE, https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2015/ 
s2659/amendment/original. 
3 THE UNITED NATIONS STANDARD MINIMUM RULES FOR THE TREATMENT OF PRISONERS (THE NELSON 
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4 See, e.g., Governor Cuomo and U.S. Climate Alliance Announce States are on Track to Meet or Exceed 
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